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“Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is an honour and a privilege to address members and guests of the Council on Foreign                 
Relations, this most prestigious of American and global organisations which counts amongst its             
patrons some of the greatest American leaders in modern history. The Council has long              
provided a proud source of open, inquisitive and probing thought on the major international              
issues of the time, and it is in the spirit of probing the issues of our world that I am here today to                       
speak to you just a little as a guest of honour at tonight’s fantastic dinner. I must say, the truffles                    
were superb. 
 
Within the British Government, Her Majesty’s Government, I occupy three positions of note. I              
am the Secretary of State for the Home Department, which is responsible for law and order,                
immigration and managing the relationship between the four constituent nations of the United             
Kingdom: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. I am the Lord Chancellor, an ancient              
and prestigious role which bears responsibility for safeguarding the effective operation and            
independence of the courts. And, of course, I am Minister for Defence, in which capacity I am                 
speaking to you this evening. 
 
I heard recently that Russia Today, which recently launched a British subsidiary, referred to me               
in a report as having ‘lungs full of smoke and a mouth full of fire.’ Whether that was a critique on                     
my remarkable talent for being photographed in all manner of unglamorous poses with a              
cigarette between my lips, I do not know. But if they were speaking rather more metaphorically,                
I have to say that I think they were wrong. I don’t breathe smoke or fire; I am not the great,                     
lumbering dragon of the British state which St. George was called to slay. I live and breathe in                  
red, white and blue. Those are the colours which defined freedom in 1945, which defined               
freedom throughout the cold war, and which continue to define freedom today. They are the               
colours of Britain, and of her strongest, closest, most important ally - her brother in arms, these                 
United States of America. 
 
The importance of the Atlantic Alliance cannot be overstated. The political, cultural and             
economic ties between our two nations are unparalleled in modern times. The            
intelligence-sharing apparatus of our increasingly interdependent communities is beyond         



comparison. And the shared values, of liberty and democracy, and of the idea that all are born                 
equal, bind us together more tightly than any other two peoples of this Earth. 
 
When Britain stood alone against the Nazi menace, poised to invade our shores in 1940, it was                 
America that came to our aid. It was British and American cooperation which delivered the               
nuclear technology that brought the second world war to an end, and which safeguarded the               
security of the west against the threat of the Soviet Union. When America sought the use of our                  
airfields in the 1980s, we obliged; our soldiers fought alongside each other in the first and                
second gulf wars, and in Kosovo, and in Afghanistan. Today, we are cooperating in respect of                
the danger of ISIL in Iraq, and sharing more intelligence than ever before to secure our people                 
against attack. 
 
But we face more threats now than I think we sometimes realise. In Ukraine, a Russian                
annexation of Crimea serves as the most defiant act of international aggression within the              
borders of Europe for more than a decade. The Ukrainian people, who were guaranteed their               
freedom and security under the Budapest Memorandum signed in good faith, have looked on as               
international obligations have been torn up and the sovereignty of their country put at risk. After                
tonight, I am flying directly to Brussels, where the NATO Council will meet to discuss a unified                 
response to acts of Russian aggression. Our tough new measures could and should include a               
comprehensive programme of sanctions, and we should consider the expulsion of Russia from             
the G8 until such a time as they abide by their treaty obligations and respect the integrity of                  
European sovereignty. 
 
But diplomatic tools, whilst necessary, are not a sufficient means by which to ensure the safety                
of Europe. So I will be pressing for an increased deployment of NATO forces to eastern Europe,                 
providing a clear bulwark and a clear deterrent against the interventions of Moscow. I              
understand, and respect, Moscow’s fears about a shrinking sphere of influence and the rise of               
organisations, such as the European Union, whose success the Kremlin views as antithetical to              
its interests. Those are fears that could have been alleviated decades ago, when policymakers              
had the chance to truly integrate a new, free and open Russia into the western, democratic                
international order. We missed that chance, all of us: and now our only recourse to protect                
ourselves is to be firm and clear in our aspiration that the people of Europe should be free                  
forever from the spectre of future conflict. To guarantee against such conflict requires not meek,               
flabby, limp-wristed sentiments; but strong, bold action. 
 
And so, when I speak to the NATO Council, I will request and advise a strong new deployment                  
of security forces to our eastern European partners.  
 
But I acknowledge that the burden of Europe’s defence has sometimes fallen too heavily upon               
the broad shoulders of the United States. 
 
So we must, together, make clear that NATO member countries must meet the modest 2%               
target for defence spending in their annual budgets, and I will be speaking to Secretary Hagel to                 
assure him of the United Kingdom’s commitment to continue meeting that target, as we have               
been doing, with a view to further increasing the proportion of our spending on defence to 3% of                  
GDP within the next 15 years. The current trajectory of international affairs is alarming and must                



be taken seriously; only with a strong and credible defence, a clear and functioning deterrent,               
can we prevent the rogue states which threaten to emerge in Europe, Asia and the middle east                 
from threatening the peace and prosperity of the world. 
 
In Britain, we are building two new aircraft supercarriers to face the world’s evolving threats. We                
are developing the world’s first dedicated cyber, technological and information warfare division            
of our armed forces, ensuring that the United Kingdom and her allies are at the forefront - and                  
several miles in front - when it comes to electronic security and the emerging threat of                
weaponised computer algorithms. Together, Britain and the United States are completing the            
development of the Joint Strike Fighter; and together, we are continuing to stand tall in the                
world as beacons for freedom, justice and tolerance. 
 
More will be required of us as the world continues to change, and as the shadows of new                  
threats battle to obscure the brightening sunlight of increasing global interdependence,           
international trade, freedom and prosperity. Should we rise to the challenge, our future strength              
is assured. But should we allow our solidarity to waver, we will surely find the next century more                  
dangerous still than the last. 
 
There is cause for hope but reason to fear in the world of 2014; what we fear is the spread of                     
intolerance and aggression. But that threat can be managed if Britain, the United States and our                
other allies continue to stand tall together; the dominos on the table that can never fall.                
Together, we will never fall. Together, we can stand for a brighter future. 
 
May I finish by saying this: may God bless our partnership of free nations, and may God bless                  
these United States of America.” 
 
 


