
 

Electoral Debates Act 2015 
An Act to make provision about televised debates in general and other elections, and for 

connected purposes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords Spiritual & Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:- 



1. Commission on Electoral Debates 
 
(1) There shall be established an independent commission, titled the “Commission on 
Electoral Debates.” 
 
(2) The Commission shall consist of 14 members, with two nominated by BBC News, 
two by Sky News, two by ITV News and two by Channel 4 News, with the remaining 
eight members appointed by recommendation of the civil service. 
 
(3) Members of the Commission shall be barred from holding membership of, or 
donating to, any registered political party throughout the course of their membership, 
and shall act at all times in a wholly impartial and independent capacity. 
 
(4) The Commission shall have a general duty to ensure bi-partisan, balanced and fair 
representation of differing political viewpoints, and may be ordered to disband and 
reform by a motion of the House of Commons. 
 
(5) No member of the Commission shall be a serving Member of Parliament or member 
of the Lords Spiritual & Temporal. 
 
(6) Members of the Commission shall be held to the standards of the civil service code, 
specifically the standards of impartiality, objectivity, honesty and integrity. 
 
(7) The Commission shall be scrutinised ad hoc by a joint select committee of 
Parliament. 
 
(8) The role of the Commission shall be to ensure that the provisions of this Act are 
adhered to in the formulation, recording and transmission of televised electoral debates, 
and to agree with those candidates appearing in such debates the details of such 
debates beyond where the format is dictated by this Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Debates in general elections 
 
(1) When a general election is called, the Commission shall make arrangements 
immediately for three “Prime Ministerial Debates,” to be simultaneously broadcast live 
on participating channels across the United Kingdom. 
 
(2) Prime Ministerial Debates shall take place at weekly intervals at any time during the 
campaigning period as decided by the Commission. 
 
(3) The leaders of political parties which have, in the view of the Commission, for a 
period of three months immediately preceding the calling of the general election, 
consistently demonstrated support of over 20% in opinion polls, shall be invited to 
attend the Prime Ministerial Debates. 
 
(4) Where fewer than two parties meet the requirements of section 2.3, the two 
highest-polling parties as per the formula stated in section 2.3 shall be invited to attend. 
 
(5) Where one of the two most popular parties has consistently polled at above 20% but 
below 30%, and where a third party has consistently polled at above 15% but below 
20%, the third party shall also be invited to attend. 
 
(6) Only the leader of each political party may attend the debate without substitution 
being permitted except by permission of the Commission in the case of serious illness, 
bereavement or pressing personal circumstances. In that case, the party’s deputy 
leader or chairperson shall attend. 
 
(7) The Prime Ministerial Debates shall each be 90 minutes in length, with one focusing 
on economic issues, one on foreign policy issues and one on domestic and social policy 
issues. 
 
(8) Questions to candidates shall be formulated by the Commission in secret, and shall 
not be disclosed to any person outside the Commission except for the moderator 
appointed by the Commission.  

a. The disclosure of questions in advance to any unauthorised party or person shall 
be a criminal offence, with the perpetrator liable to be barred from public office 
and given an unlimited fine. 

 



(9) Each debate shall open with an opening statement from the candidates of up to five 
minutes in length each, with the order of speaking determined by a coin toss. Questions 
shall then be posed by the moderator. 
 
(10) Each debate shall conclude with a closing statement from the candidates of up to 
five minutes in length each, with the order of speaking being the opposite of that which 
occurred during the opening statements. 
 
(11) The moderator shall have a general duty to ensure that all candidates are allotted 
roughly equivalent time in which to speak, and to ensure that all candidates are treated 
fairly, and shall be held to account for doing so by the Commission. 
 
(12) A studio audience may or may not be in attendance during the debates, but must 
remain silent for the duration of each debate except for applauding the entry of the 
candidates and the conclusion of their opening and closing statements. 
 
(13) Where a studio audience is in attendance, the Commission shall seek to ensure 
that the audience is evenly split between supporters of each represented candidate and 
those who are undecided as to how to vote. 
 
(14) The Commission may schedule up to two additional debates for parties which do 
not meet the requirements for attending the Prime Ministerial Debates. Those parties to 
be invited to such debates shall be decided by the Commission, with a view to ensuring 
that those with roughly equivalent nationwide support - or those with significant regional 
support - are all represented fairly. 
 
(15) In Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, the Commission shall schedule up to 
three debates for parties standing in those regions. In this case, all parties polling at or 
above 10% in the given region shall be invited to attend these debates. 
 
3. Debates at other times 
 
(1) The Commission shall, upon request of both the Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer, make arrangements for a televised economic 
debate to coincide with Parliamentary discussion of the annual Finance & Appropriation 
Bill. 
 



(2) The Commission may, during local elections, European elections, elections to 
national assemblies and elections of Mayors, schedule televised debates according to 
its own criteria. 
 
4. Non-attendance 
 
(1) In the event that an invited candidate does not attend any debate, an empty podium 
or chair shall stand in the studio representing their position for the duration of the 
debate. 
 
5. Short Title, Extent and Commencement 
 
(1) This Act may be cited as the Electoral Debates Act 2015. 
 
(2) This Act shall be enforced in England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
 
(3) This Act shall come into force immediately upon the receipt of royal assent. 
 


