
 
Coastal and Inland Flooding Protection Agency Act 2016 

 
An Act to establish the Coastal and Inland Flooding Protection Agency, and for connected purposes. 
 
BE IT ENACTED, by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:— 
 
1. Coastal and Inland Flooding Protection Agency 
 
(1) There shall be a body corporate known as the Coastal and Inland Flooding Protection Agency (known in this Act as 

“the Agency”). 
 
(2) The Agency shall be structured as outlined in Schedule 1. 
 
(3) The Agency shall be responsible to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs (“the Secretary”). 
 
2. Functions and obligations of the Agency 
 
(1) The Agency shall have a statutory obligation to mitigate flood risk and oversee local preparedness for flooding. 
 
(2) In relation to flooding within the United Kingdom, the Agency shall have the following responsibilities: 

(A) flood prevention and flood water management; 
(B) establishment and maintenance of flood defences; 
(C) assessment of strategies for mitigating flood risk; 
(D) monitoring of local obligations in drainage maintenance; 
(E) establishment of resiliency plans for critical infrastructure in response to flooding; and 
(F) development and maintenance of emergency protocols for flooding response. 

 
(3) The Agency shall have such other responsibilities as the Secretary of State may direct. 
 
3. Transfer of authority and cooperation with existing plans 
 
(1) All responsibilities for the development of flood risk management plans by the Environment Agency shall be 

transferred to the Agency. 
 
(2) Lead local flood authorities shall maintain their responsibility for the development of flood risk management plans for 

all flood risk areas within their district, however all such flood risk management plans shall be developed in 
conjugation with the Agency and must receive final approval of the Agency. 

 
(3) The flood risk management plans developed under this section and approved by the Agency shall be statutorily 

binding on Lead Local Flood Authorities, District and Borough Councils, Coast protection authorities, Water and 
sewerage companies, Internal Drainage Boards, and Highways authorities within the area of the flood risk 
management plan. 

 
4. Responsibility to mitigate and respond to flood risk 
 



(1) The Agency shall be responsible for the implementation of the flood risk management plans developed under section 3 
of this Act, including but not limited to the construction of flood defences, putting into place resiliency measures for 
critical infrastructure, and ensuring that localities are prepared for initiation of emergency flood procedures. 

 
(2) The Agency shall be responsible for initiating emergency procedures in response to a flood event. In the event that 

Agency resources are insufficient for managing the flood risk, the Agency shall be the primary point of contact 
responsible for informing the central government of the need for additional resources. 

 
(3) The Agency shall coordinate with the central government for the development of plans for activation of additional 

emergency resources beyond those of the Agency. 
 
5. Authority to monitor drainage 
 
(1) In developing a flood mitigation strategy and monitoring local obligations for drainage maintenance, the Agency shall 

have the authority to inspect drainage maintenance and determine if there are any deficiencies that could result in an 
increased risk of flooding. 
(A) In the event that deficiencies that could result in an increased risk of flooding are found, the Agency shall issue the 

responsible body with a warning and shall have the authority to compel the responsible body to develop and 
implement a remediation plan. 

(B) Should the responsible body fail to implement the remediation plan, the Agency shall have the authority publicly 
name the responsible body and directly implement the remediation plan, which may be charged to the responsible 
body. 

 
(2) The Agency shall have the authority, in working with the responsible body to implement a remediation plan, to 

dispense funds from its budget to assist in defraying the cost of implementing a remediation plan. 
 
6. Title, extent, and enactment 
 
(1) This Act shall be cited as the Coastal and Inland Flooding Protection Agency Act 2016. 
 
(2) This Act shall apply to England (excluding Cornwall). 
 
(3) This Act shall come into effect on a date set by the Secretary of State. 
  



Schedule 1 - Coastal and Inland Flooding Protection Agency 
 
Membership of the Agency 
 
(1) The membership of the Agency shall be as follows: 

(A) the chairman of the Agency; 
(B) the chief executive of the Agency; 
(C) the prescribed number of executive members; and 
(D) the prescribed number of non-executive members. 

(i) The non-executive members shall consist of experts in flood management or engineering, representatives of 
local authorities, and such other individuals as the Secretary of State may prescribe. 

 
(2) Appointments to the Agency shall be completed as follows: 

(A) The chairman and non-executive members of the Agency shall be appointed by the Secretary of State. 
(i) In establishing regulations, the Secretary of State shall set terms of office for the chairman and non-executive 

members of the Agency. 
(B) The chief executive of the Agency and the executive members of the Agency shall be appointed by the chairman 

and non-executive members of the Agency. 
(i) The chief executive and executive members of the Agency shall be employees of the Agency or persons 

seconded to the Agency. 
 
(3) Remuneration and allowances for members of the Agency shall be set at the equivalent amount to the relative 
counterpart in rank at the Environment Agency, unless otherwise set by the Secretary of State. 
 
(4) The Agency may appoint such committees and subcommittees as it deems necessary to fulfill its functions and 

obligations, as established in section 2 of this Act. 
(i) Such committees and subcommittees may consist of a mix of employees of the Agency, persons seconded to the 

Agency, and persons neither employed by nor seconded to the Agency. 
(ii) The Agency may delegate responsibility for certain functions and tasks to a specific committee or subcommittee, 

which shall assume responsibility for fulfilling that function. 
 
(5) The Agency may appoint such staff on such conditions of employment as it deems fit. 
 
(6) The Secretary of State may pay to the Agency out of money provided by Parliament such sums as he thinks 
appropriate. 
 
(7) The Agency shall prepare an annual report of its activities, which shall be presented to the Secretary of State. The 
Secretary of State shall be responsible for laying this report before Parliament. 


