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Confronting ISIL 
Securing our world 

Ladies and Gentlemen,


I am speaking to you today in extremely grave circumstances. The spectre of terrorism, which we 
might naively have thought to be crushed underfoot in the middle east, now once again poses a 
clear and present threat to the security of the middle east and the western world. The Islamic 
State of Iraq & the Levant is a contradiction in terms. It is a contradiction because it is a group 
which claims to be Islamic; but whose aims and views are wholly antithetical to the central 
teachings of the Qu’ran. It claims to be a state; but it is no state. It is a loose confederation of 
frustrated, impotent men who find life so abhorrent that they seek the highest possible pleasure 
from death, which they call martyrdom, and who deplore the freedoms and diversities which make 
humanity great and which have driven all human advancement since the dawn of time. Equally 
impotent, naive and moral-ravaged women, who are miseducated about life under the iron fist of 
ISIL commanders, stand alongside them as concubines and wives.


And that is all their role can ever be, for ISIL teaches that women are right to be a subjugated, 
subhuman set of people.


ISIL’s brutality knows no bounds. It is behind multiple terrorist atrocities and exhibits genocidal 
tendencies. It is a fascist, death-worshipping cult of the weak and the hateful. It is an enemy of 
Iraq, of the Free Syrian Army, and of the United Kingdom and her allies.


Today, we have received word that ISIL forces have begun a large-scale offensive in northern Iraq, 
targeting Iraqi and Kurdish territories and threatening to extinguish all those who want to live but 
cannot be allowed to live under the modern-day jackboot of a force for true evil in our world. ISIL 
is preparing to attack Niveneh, Kirkuk, Saladin and Diyala.


The Iraqi forces fighting against them have already lost two divisions, and ISIL is now in 
possession of stolen British and American military equipment which was seized when the Iraqi 
forces were overrun. This means that our own weapons may now be used against us, and let us 
be clear: as Britain bears responsibility for the failure to prevent a civil war in Iraq in the 
mid-2000s, we share in the blame for the continued destabilisation of the region which has led to 
the enabling of atrocities such as those which we see committed daily by ISIL.


ISIL’s creed is the destruction of liberty and their aim is to inflict the maximum possible casualties 
in societies which do not adhere to their worldview. ISIL’s operatives and sympathisers pose a 
credible risk to people in the UK, and their progress in Iraq and Syria brings to life the very real 
risk of that ultimate nightmare scenario: a rogue state, guided by a harsh interpretation of Salafi 
fundamentalism, on the very boundaries of Europe itself.


This is an eventuality which cannot be allowed to pass for two reasons. First and foremost in my 
mind is the clear security risk to the United Kingdom and her allies. Britain is at a credible risk 
because of the growth and progress of ISIL. So are all developed western nations which say no to 
tyranny, and whose people look on their freedoms with pride. Second, the cost of failing to act will 
be infinitely greater in civilian lives lost than we can possibly imagine. Failing to act to cut off the 
head of the viper allows a larger snake to grow; and when that snake has entangled the world, it 
will be too late then to take action.


So tonight, I will be tabling a motion in the House of Commons to expressly authorise military 
action against ISIL in Iraq, supporting the Iraqi armed forces in defending the territory at risk. We 



will propose to act through air strikes only at this stage, directly targeting terrorists and their allies. 
It is possible to do this in a way which minimises or even eliminates the risk to British servicemen 
and women, and I am confident that the strategic contribution which we can make with our 
cutting-edge resources will be profound.


I hope that Parliament will support me and support the government in seeking to turn back the 
tide of intolerance and injustice. I hope that Parliament will take a stand. I hope that Parliament 
will be bold, and acknowledge what Nelson knew to be true: that the boldest measures are the 
safest.


Thank you.



